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Niagara County to give away COVID-19 at-home tests
kits at 3 sites this Saturday

Niagara County Legislature
Chairwoman Becky Wydysh
announced Niagara County re-
ceived a shipment of COVID-19
at-home test kits from New York
state. The county will hold three
simultaneous drive-thru events
to distribute the kits to the pub-
lic this Saturday, Jan. 8. Each at-
home test kit contains two CO-
VID-19 tests.

The three sites will be in Ni-
agara Falls, North Tonawanda

and Lockport. Each site will
have roughly 2,000 at-home Kkits
to hand out. Distribution will
be limited to one per car. Some
ID showing the person is a Ni-
agara County resident (driver’s
license, utility bill, etc.) is re-
quired. Kits will be handed out
on a first come, first-served ba-
sis.

“We know there is tremendous
demand for at-home test kits so,
when we received our shipment

from the state on Tuesday, our
team immediately began plan-
ning the logistics on how to
distribute them,” Wydysh said.
“The state has said we can ex-
pect regular shipments of these
kits, so, if that is indeed the case,
we will be holding future events
as well.”

The three distribution sites,
which will begin handing out
test kits at 11 a.m., are as follows:

eNiagara Falls

Niagara County Human Re-
sources Building, 300 10th St.

eNorth Tonawanda

Niagara County DMV, 500
Wheatfield St.

eLockport

Transit Drive-In Theatre, 6655
S. Transit Road

“Based on our experience,
we believe the turnout for this
event will be significant, and all
at-home kits will be distributed
within the first hour to 90 min-

utes or s0,” said Jonathan Schul-
tz, director of Niagara County
Emergency Services. “We want
to stress that not everyone who
wants an at-home test kit may
get one based on the limited sup-
ply.”

Those who attend are asked
to pay close attention to the sig-
nage to know where to enter the
drive-thru.

Spring semester guidance issued for SUNY & CUNY campuses ‘to safely reopen’
Mandates COVID-19 vaccine booster & mandatory pre-testing for all students planning to regularly access campus

\ Ongoing testing plans required
for all campuses

\ Vaccinations for all faculty

Gov. Kathy Hochul, last Friday,
announced issuance of spring
semester reopening guidance
for SUNY and CUNY campuses,
which includes the continuation
of the student vaccine mandate
as well as requiring all students
regularly accessing campus to
receive the COVID-19 booster for
the spring semester. Additional
requirements for students also
include mandatory pre-testing
ahead of their semester return,
which will apply to all students
who plan to regularly access cam-
pus.

Each campus will develop and
communicate an ongoing testing
plan to monitor for positive cases
throughout the semester. Cam-

puses will continue to enforce
universal indoor masking regard-
less of vaccination status and so-
cial distancing for anyone who is
unvaccinated on campus.

“We need to ensure students
in New York are able to stay
in school and learn in-person
throughout the spring semester,”
Hochul said. “Students deserve
to have a safe, and high-quality
in-person college experience; and
with these new measures, stu-
dents will be able to stay on cam-
pus and in their classes. SUNY
and CUNY have already done an
extraordinary job at fighting the
pandemic, with COVID-19 rates
much lower than the general pop-
ulation, and it’s time to take the
next step to keep everyone safe.”

Students who are regularly on
campus who are eligible to re-
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ceive a COVID-19 vaccine boost-
er are now required to receive
one for the spring 2022 semes-
ter. Campuses must develop a
plan and time frame requirement
for students to provide proof of
booster vaccination.

SUNY and CUNY campuses

M
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must also implement, or continue
if they had previously implement-
ed, an ongoing testing program
throughout the semester. Cam-
puses will develop a random sam-
pling methodology, which will
be communicated to students.
Campuses may also implement

an exemption process for those
who have received a booster. All
faculty will be required to be vac-
cinated for COVID-19.

SUNY will continue to report
real-time results at the COVID-19
case tracker. Hochul’s team said,
“Since the beginning of the fall
2020 semester, when students
began returning for in-person
classes, SUNY has administered
nearly 3 million tests on campus,
with an average positivity rate of
about 0.45% — far lower than state-
wide and surrounding commu-
nity rates.

“CUNY will continue to report
weekly results on its COVID-19
safety tracker. Since Aug. 25,
CUNY has administered almost
95,000 tests to unvaccinated indi-
viduals, with an average cumula-
tive positivity rate of 0.50%.”

Continued from Page 8

death by supporting the hospital
system. The “Winter Surge Plan
2.0” will:

\ Distribute antiviral treat-
ments: New York is working with
the Biden administration to se-
cure doses of the antiviral drug
Pavloxid and make this treat-
ment more widely available.

\ Boost hospital capacity: Ho-
chul will continue enforcing the
Nov. 26 executive order to boost
hospital capacity. Since it took
effect, the number of hospitals
with limited capacity needing to
pause nonessential surgeries has
declined from 32 to 21.

\ Launch National Guard EMT
training: To ramp up long-term
health care workforce capacity
needs, the Department of Health
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Hochul: ‘We can get through this surge’

and the Division of Military and
Naval Affairs will be launching
two pilot EMT training classes on
Jan. 5. This will cover two classes
of 40 service members (80 ser-
vice members in total) who will
be able to be deployed by Febru-
ary.

\ Secure additional help from
federal partners: Hochul’'s team
said, “In the coming days, we will
receive federal Department of
Defense medical response and di-
saster medical assistance teams.
This will include a 35-member
DMAT to SUNY Upstate in Syra-
cuse, 23-member DoD Medical
Response Team to Erie County
Medical Center in Buffalo, and 50
new ambulance teams deployed
to NYC.”
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\ Protect nursing home resi-
dents and workers: the Hochul ad-
ministration is in contact with all
606 nursing homes in New York,
and will provide them with addi-
tional PPE to ensure the safety
of patients and staff. Additionally,
the administration is coordinat-
ing with hospitals and will be
deploying durable medical equip-
ment in continued support of the
care for all New Yorkers.

4. Expand access to vac-
cines and boosters: Hochul’'s
team said, “Vaccines continue to
be the best defense against CO-
VID hospitalization and death.
While 95% of adult New Yorkers
have received at least one shot,
there’s more to do to increase
vaccination and booster rates,

especially among children.” Her
point calls for:

\ Provide boosters to nurs-
ing homes: New York will begin
requiring each nursing home
to demonstrate their plan to in-
crease vaccination and booster
rates among their residents.

\ Increase pediatric vaccina-
tion: The most unvaccinated eli-
gible cohort is New Yorkers aged
5-11. New York will increase our
focus on pediatric vaccination.

\ Get booster shots to teenagers:
Hochul’s team said, “We antici-
pate approval of Pfizer’s booster
shot for children aged 12-15 and
will immediately begin outreach
to that population once ready.”

5. Work with local partners:
Hochul has emphasized the fight

against the coronavirus “must
take a collaborative approach.
Fighting the winter surge re-
quires close collaboration with
local partners.” So, she intends
to:

\ Let local leaders lead: Her
team said, “From New York City
to Erie County, local leaders are
making smart choices. We will
continue this surgical, targeted
approach.”

\ Provide resources to local part-
ners: Hochul will continue to lead
a whole-of-government approach
to fight COVID-19, “making sure
county emergency managers and
local school boards have the tests
and masks they need.”
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